St Andrew The Apostle School
Newsletter 17.04.26



Dear Parents, Carers and Friends of the School,
Welcome Back After Easter.

It has been lovely to welcome everyone back after the Easter break. The school has been
typically calm, purposeful and positive. It has been a pleasure to see students settling quickly
back into their routines. It has been particularly noticeable how hard our Year 10
students have been working in preparation for their mid-course assessments, which begin on
24 April 2026. Likewise, Year 11 and Year 13 students are clearly focused as they revise for
their public examinations, which start on 11 May 2026. We thank families for the support
you are giving at home, and we ask that students be encouraged to have a quiet, structured
place to revise, especially as we move into this important assessment period. If students need
a quiet space to revise over the weekend, all Barnet libraries will offer spaces. Our library is
available for all students to complete their learning and practice from 3.00pm until 4.00pm.

A reminder that all exam and assessment information is available on My Child At School
(MCAS). Please do check this reqularly so that students are fully prepared and well organised.


https://www.barnet.gov.uk/libraries/children-and-young-peoples-library-services/study-facilities-barnet-libraries
https://www.barnet.gov.uk/libraries/children-and-young-peoples-library-services/study-facilities-barnet-libraries

Before the break, we very much enjoyed the church visits during the final week of term.
These were a valuable and meaningful experience for our students, and we are extremely
grateful to Father Gregory and Father Damian for their time, care and support in making

these visits possible.

Finally, we would like to say a big thank you to our new library volunteers, Ms Howells and
Ms Ehdaie, for all the work they have already done. Thanks to their efforts, we are very much
looking forward to loaning out library books very shortly, ensuring that all of our students
can benefit from a well-resourced and welcoming library space.

Thank you, as always, for your continued support.

Christopher Martin | Headteacher

Celebrating Excellent Attendance

Last term, we were delighted to celebrate the impressive number of students who achieved
95% attendance or above. Maintaining such high attendance is a remarkable
accomplishment, reflecting students’ commitment, resilience, and readiness to learn. We are
incredibly proud of their dedication.

As a special reward, all students who met the 95% threshold were invited to enjoy a
non-uniform day, giving them the chance to celebrate their success together. In addition to
this, every qualifying student was entered into our attendance raffle, where a wide range of
exciting prizes were up for grabs. Winners had the chance to take home books, Easter eggs,

footballs, games and more, adding an extra layer of excitement to the end of term.

We recognise the effort it takes to maintain strong attendance, and we remain committed to
celebrating and encouraging this positive habit. Well done to all our students who met this

fantastic milestone!
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Chelsea Future Blues






"Recently, | had an amazing opportunity to go and train with Chelsea future blues for 6
weeks. From the moment the session started, the intensity was very high and it pushed me
to work at my best. The training was fast-paced, competitive and demanded a lot of focus,

effort, and determination, which made it a great experience for me.

After performing well in training, | was selected to play in a game for Chelsea. | was excited
for the chance and made sure to give everything | had. | think | played really well in the
match, showing confidence, good decision-making and strong effort throughout. Because of
my performance, | was then chosen again for another game, which was another huge
opportunity.

In the second game, | continued to perform strongly and felt like | played very well once
again. | was happy with how | showed my abilities in both matches and proud that my hard
work in training has paid off. Now, | am waiting for an email back and hoping for more
positive news about the next step in my journey.

Also, a huge thank you to my school for helping support me."

Jayden [ Year 10

Edexcel Level 3 Algebra Award




We are extremely proud to celebrate a selected group of Year 11 students who successfully
completed the Edexcel Level 3 Algebra Award and were recently presented with their
certificates. This challenging qualification extends GCSE mathematics, focusing on advanced
algebraic techniques and problem -solving skills that prepare students for A Level study. Their
dedication and ambition are commendable, and we look forward to seeing many more
academic successes from them in the future.

Mr Dogan | Head of Maths and Business Studies

Year 12 Maths
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Today, Year 12 were focusing on consolidation. Consolidation in mathematics is an essential
phase of learning and should never be mistaken for a lack of progress. A positive, competitive



educational environment in an A-level Maths lesson makes the learning experience far more
enjoyable and engaging. Healthy competition encourages students to challenge themselves,
deepen their understanding, and take pride in their progress, while still supporting one
another. The classroom becomes a more dynamic, focused and rewarding place for both
learning and teaching.

Ms Sorgente | Teacher of Maths

Science Goggle Donation
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St Andrew the Apostle School and Russell Education Trust will benefit from a very kind
donation of a 60 pairs of science goggles from Mr and Mrs Paschilides, parents of students in
Year 11 and Year 13. These goggles will be donated to Science departments across the Trust
so that they benefit all of our schools. We are very grateful for this donation.




K& Musician of the Week I8

This week, we are thrilled to recognise Mischa as our Musician of the Week. An exceptionally
talented student, Mischa continues to impress with her confidence and skill on the guitar.
Whether performing in class or practising independently, her commitment and enthusiasm
are evident in every performance. Mischa’s musicality, focus and genuine passion for her
instrument make her a pleasure to watch, and we are immensely proud of the progress she
has made. Congratulations, Mischa—keep playing, keep growing and keep inspiring others
with your music!

Faith and Reflection

In the days following Pascha, the Church continues to call us to live out the meaning of the
Resurrection through faith expressed in daily actions. Between 20 and 26 April 2026, the
Orthodox calendar remembers saints whose lives speak powerfully to our school values and
to the experiences of our students at this point in the term.

During this period, we honour St Alexandra, remembered for her courage and integrity, and
St Nathaniel, whose life reflects faithfulness and honesty. Their examples remind us of the



importance of Trustworthiness and Fairness, particularly as students work towards
assessments and examinations with integrity and perseverance.

We also commemorate St George, whose feast falls during this week. St George’s
unwavering commitment to truth and his willingness to stand firm in the face of difficulty
offer a powerful model of Responsibility and courage, qualities we encourage in our students
as they face challenge, pressure and moments of self-doubt. His example reminds us that
strength is found not in ease, but in faithfulness to what is right.

Later in the week, the Church remembers Saints Achilles and Elizabeth, whose lives were
marked by steadfast faith and quiet endurance. Their example encourages patience, humility
and Caring, especially in how we support one another through demanding times. On 25 April,

we celebrate St Mark, the Evangelist, whose dedication to sharing truth and wisdom speaks
to our commitment to learning, reflection and teaching grounded in faith and love.

As this week draws to a close, the movement of the calendar reminds us that faith is not
separate from school life, but lived within it — in how we study, how we treat one another,
and how we respond to challenge with hope rather than fear. The saints remembered during
this period show us that faith grows through consistency, service and trust in God, values we
seek to nurture daily in our community.

May the example of these saints inspire us to live out Respect, Responsibility, Forgiveness,
Fairness, Caring and Trustworthiness, not only in word, but in action.

—ai

Music: Learn an Instrument or Join a Band — Sign Up Now

We are delighted to share that instrumental tuition and our Music Academy opportunities
are open for applications through BEAT (Barnet Education Arts Trust). Learning an instrument



or joining a band is a fantastic way for students to build confidence, creativity, and teamwork
skills, while enjoying the fun of making music together.

For new parents:

You can register for lessons via the BEAT website: https://beatrust.org.uk/learn-to-

play/school-based-tuition/. Once registered, students will be placed on a waiting list, and

places will be offered as vacancies arise, usually at the start of each term.

For existing parents:

You do not need to re-enrol. BEAT will contact you directly with payment details for the new
term.

Spaces are limited and allocated on a first-come basis, so we encourage parents to register
early to avoid disappointment.

Music at our school continues to thrive, and we look forward to welcoming even more young
musicians into lessons and ensembles this year.

A reminder for all students:
Choir takes place every Monday lunchtime. Year 9 bands rehearse on Wednesday and
Thursday lunchtimes, and the Year 11 band rehearses on Thursday lunchtime. Any student

can sign up and | am so happy that so many students have been attending.

Mr Lasithiotakis | Lead Teacher of Music



https://beatrust.org.uk/learn-to-play/school-based-tuition/
https://beatrust.org.uk/learn-to-play/school-based-tuition/
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Meet the Staff

Hello, my name is Mrs Stylianou, and | am the Office Manager here at St Andrew the Apostle
School. I joined the school back in September 2017 when my second child joined Year 7. | can
truly say, this school holds a special place in my heart. One of the things | love most is the
incredible sense of community here. It has been amazing to watch how much our school has
grown over the years, and | was very excited as we finally took the step to move into our new
building this past September! | am incredibly proud to work with a dedicated team who put
their hearts into everything they do ensuring we always get the job done. | look forward to
continuing to grow as a school and celebrate all the wonderful things that make our school
such a special place.

Outside of school | enjoy reading, travelling and discovering new places, listening to music,
and food! | love to try new cuisines but have to admit | prefer my food cooked for me as |
don't claim to be the world's best chef!



If | could have dinner with 3 celebrities, it would be, George Michael, Nikos Oikonomopoulos

and Tina Turner, it would be a very harmonious dinner party!

-
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Parent Webinars in April, May and June

How to Support Your Child
During Exam Season
Wednesday 29th April

6PM (BST)

Find out how to support your
child through exam-related
stress and burnout, learn
effective revision strategies and
explore ways to create a positive,
supportive environment.

If you're unable to join
live, you can still register
to receive the webinar

recording after the session.

r
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How to Find Work Experience
Wednesday 13th May, 6PM (BST)

Click the webinar title
to sign up now!

Everything You Need to Know
About Applying to University
Wednesday 10th June, 6PM (BST)

Explore all webinars
Tl £l | on our free events

Info@Investin.org

+44 (0) 203 488 5089

I [pmrd | 5’*7

www.Investin.org

Extra-Curricular Clubs — Summer Term




Whether you're passionate about sports, music, arts, literacy, numeracy, debate,
or horticulture, there’s something for everyone. Clubs are open to all year groups and offer a
fantastic opportunity to explore interests beyond the classroom.

For clubs running at lunchtime, students will be issued lunch passes to allow early access to
the dining hall—ensuring they have time to eat before attending their chosen activity.

To sign up, students must use Student Portal:

1. Log in to the portal

2. View your dashboard

3. Click on clubs

4. Find your preferred club and click enrol.

Please note - If students have already enrolled for the club during Spring Term, students do
not need to re-enrol for the Sumer Term.

We encourage all students to get involved and make the most of what’s on offer. Please see
attached lunch and after-school timetables.

STA ST ANDREW ‘
THE APOSTLE

@xtra - Curricular Lunch Time Schedule)

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday
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A Walk down Memory Lane

25 April 2025

Year 10 and 11 Romeo and Juliet Revision in the Theatre

On Wednesday and Thursday this week Year 11 and 10 students had an opportunity for a more creative revision of Romeo
and Juliet ahead of their imminent exams by attending a performance of this Shakespeare play at Hackney Empire Theatre.
This unique adaptation combines original Shakespeare text with more modern setting and R&B/rap musical arrangements. It
not only served a useful revision of the plot, characters and themes, but also showcased Shakespeare’s melodic and dynamic
language, with the music accentuating the play’s strong rhythm and emotions. All students showed excellent engagement,

enthusiasm and impeccable manners throughout.

Mrs Bassington | Head of English




Dr Frost - Maths Department

Dr Frost Maths is used to enhance learning and support every student’s progress. The
platform offers high-quality lesson resources, auto-marked Learning and Practice tasks, and
clear progress tracking, giving teachers more time to focus on effective teaching. Students
benefit from interactive practice questions, step -by -step video explanations, and access to
past exam problems, helping them build confidence and strengthen their understanding at
their own pace. Dr Frost Maths also supports revision by highlighting areas for improvement,
allowing students to target specific skills. By integrating this resource into our daily teaching
and Learning and Practice routines, we ensure that all students receive consistent support
both in class and at home, helping them become independent and resilient mathematicians.

Mr U Dogan | Head of Maths & Business Studies
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Sparx Reader - English Department

Sparx Reader

At St Andrew, students in Years 7 to 10 are expected to earn at least 300 points per week
(which equates to approximately 30 min of careful reading) through reading a wide selection
of fiction books of their choice from an online library.

Our students of Years 7 to 10 have already read 2,518 books and spent 5,283 hours of careful
reading.



Well done and keep up the good work!
Ms Bassington | Head of English

Congratulations to our top March readers from each year group:

Year 7 Top Readers: Year 9 Top Readers:
Edris M: 19,297 Anu O: 21,237
Sebastian M: 6,893 Jessica Q: 2,049
Lara A: 6,689 Augusta N: 1,924
Year 8 Top Readers: Year 10 Top Readers:
Ayaz I: 9,722 Michelle W: 3,155
Chioma 0: 5,863 AliO: 2,718
Ruhamma : 5,276 Neiva W: 1,862

Ms Bassington | Head of English

SEND Information

Barnet’s SEN Reform Plan Survey

Dear Parent/Carer,

We are writing to invite you to take part in an important survey that will help shape Barnet’s
Reform Plan in line with the national SEND and Alternative Provision White Paper reforms.

Your views are central to how we design our local reform plan. We want to ensure that what
we develop genuinely supports children and young people in schools, while also making sure
that schools are well-equipped to meet a wide range of complex and varied needs as early
and effectively as possible.



We know that we have recently asked parents and carers to complete two surveys - our
annual Parent/Carer Survey and this one linked to the SEND and Alternative Provision White
Paper. We appreciate this is an additional ask. Unfortunately, because of the national White

Paper timescales, we need to run this survey alongside our annual one.

Thank you very much for your time and for sharing your views with us.

The feedback you share will directly inform how we:

Strengthen support for children and young people within mainstream schools
e Improve inclusion and early intervention
e Support schools to have the right tools, skills and support to respond to need

e Design a system that works better for families, schools and services together

We are keen that our plans reflect real experiences, priorities and ideas from parents and
carers across Barnet. Your contribution will help us focus on what matters most and ensure
our reforms are grounded in lived experience.

Please take a few minutes to complete the survey using the link below:

Barnet Local Inclusion Support Offer (LISO): Parent/Carer Survey 2026 — Fill out form

Thank you for taking the time to share your views. Your feedback will play a vital role in
shaping the future of SEND support in Barnet.

With best wishes,
Kim Miller

Director of SEND and Inclusion



https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fforms.office.com%2FPages%2FResponsePage.aspx%3Fid%3Dplpt3M6Hwkqkgp0CcYOqY6Nq8phatNFCvgr7R0QxAwNUMDQxUjhMRjQ0TERER0FKVTNOQ0RPUUxDVy4u&data=05|02|Kim.Miller%40Barnet.gov.uk|adec8c573c684252b47208de846215e8|1ba468b914144675be4f53c478ad47bb|0|0|639093753962410691|Unknown|TWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D|0|||&sdata=B7LvM31h%2FD0WZKMf24aUzsDr%2FQytOIgo5XwoUUvGZYw%3D&reserved=0

Sustainability at STA: Over 28,235 Bottles Saved!
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STA has made an incredible impact by saving over 28,235 plastic bottles since the start of the
school year, thanks to the installation of brand-new water fountains in our new building. This
initiative not only promotes sustainability but also encourages students and staff to make
environmentally conscious choices every day. Well done to everyone involved!




STA’s Carbon Cut: 6,748kg of CO, Saved!

St Andrew the Apostle School is proud to announce that our new building has already helped
save 6,748 kilograms of carbon dioxide through our use of solar panels—a huge step toward
reducing our environmental footprint. This achievement reflects our commitment to
sustainability and creating a greener future for our school community.




Safeguarding at STA

At St Andrew the Apostle School we take safeguarding and child protection issues very
seriously.

We believe that all those who come into contact with children and families in their everyday
work have a duty to safequard and promote the welfare of children.

Prior to employment all staff (paid or voluntary) are checked.

The designated safequarding lead (DSL) for Child Protection is Ms Walt.

The deputy designated safeguarding lead's (DDSLs) for Child Protection are Mr Martin and
Ms Bicarregui.

Attendance

Download the
Studybugs app
for reporting your
child’s absence.
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