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Dear Parents, Carers and Friends of the School, 

We are delighted to share this week’s newsletter a day earlier than usual! Next week we 

have something very special planned—a Grand Opening Special Edition packed with 

photographs and highlights from our celebration, featuring our esteemed guests of honour. 

It promises to be a wonderful newsletter for our community. 

This week, we marked St Andrew’s Day with joy. The celebrations were heartwarming, and 

bought together students and staff in a spirit of unity and faith. A heartfelt thank you to 

Father Gregory, whose thoughtful assemblies and services reminded us of the significance of 

this feast day. His words inspired reflection and gratitude across our school. Students were 

reminded of our Bible verse “Be kind to one another, forgiving one another, as God forgave 

you" through the badges we produced. Out students celebrated under our balloon arch as 

they came to school. 

Our French mock speaking exams also took place this week, and we are thrilled to report 

that they went very well. Congratulations to all our students for their hard work and 

preparation! As they look ahead to the next stage, we wish them bon chance - good luck, as 

they continue to shine in their learning. 

A huge thank you to everyone who attended our Year 12 Parents’ Evening. The event was a 

fantastic success, providing an invaluable opportunity for parents and teachers to connect 



and discuss progress. Your engagement and support make a real difference, and we are 

grateful for the strong partnership we share in guiding our students toward success. 

We were delighted to see so many creative and thoughtful entries in our Christmas Card and 

Prayer Competition. Well done to everyone who took part; you truly captured the spirit of the 

season! For the start of December, in next week's edition, we will share with you a range of 

prayers and cards which were designed by students.  

Thank you to our talented Year 10 musicians for singing the Christmas 'Did you know, Mary'; 

it will be shared as part of our e-card this year and include the lyrics: 

Mary, did you know that your baby boy will give sight to a blind man? 

Mary, did you know that your baby boy will calm a storm with His hand? 

Did you know that your baby boy has walked where angels trod? 

And when you kiss your little baby,  

You've kissed the face of God 

A special thank you to Father Gregory for kindly agreeing to select the winner for us.  

As always, thank you for your continued support and involvement in school life. We look 

forward to sharing next week’s Grand Opening Special Edition with you—it will be a 

celebration of our community and the exciting new chapter we have begun together. 

Christopher Martin | Headteacher 

Faith in Action 

As we step into December, a season of anticipation and joy, we are reminded of the deeper 

meaning behind our celebrations. Advent calls us to prepare our hearts for the coming of 

Christ—a time not only for giving and receiving but for living out the values that define our 

community: trustworthiness and respect. 

Trustworthiness begins with faith. Just as we trust in God’s promises, we are called to be 

people others can rely on—keeping our word, acting with integrity, and showing kindness 



even when no one is watching. In a world that often prizes convenience over commitment, 

being trustworthy is a powerful witness to the Gospel. It reflects the steadfast love of God, 

who never fails us. 

Respect flows naturally from this trust. It means seeing the image of God in every person—

valuing their dignity, listening with patience, and treating others as we would wish to be 

treated. During this season, respect can be shown in simple ways: offering a smile, sharing 

generously, or pausing to appreciate traditions that unite us. 

December is rich with such traditions. Many families celebrate name days, honouring saints 

whose lives inspire faith and virtue. These celebrations remind us that holiness is not 

distant—it is lived out in everyday choices, in relationships built on trust and respect. 

As we light candles and sing carols, let us remember that Advent is more than decoration; it 

is transformation. May we prepare not only our homes but our hearts, becoming people of 

trust and respect who bring Christ’s light into the world. 

Wishing you a blessed December filled with faith, hope, and love. 

 



St Andrew Day Celebrations 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 



 

 

 



 

 



 

Music: Learn an Instrument or Join a Band – Sign Up Now 

We are delighted to share that instrumental tuition and our Music Academy opportunities 

are open for applications through BEAT (Barnet Education Arts Trust). Learning an instrument 

or joining a band is a fantastic way for students to build confidence, creativity, and teamwork 

skills, while enjoying the fun of making music together. 

For new parents: 

You can register for lessons via the BEAT website: https://beatrust.org.uk/learn-to-

play/school-based-tuition/. Once registered, students will be placed on a waiting list, and 

places will be offered as vacancies arise, usually at the start of each term. 

For existing parents: 

You do not need to re-enrol. BEAT will contact you directly with payment details for the new 

term. 

Spaces are limited and allocated on a first-come basis, so we encourage parents to register 

early to avoid disappointment. 

https://beatrust.org.uk/learn-to-play/school-based-tuition/
https://beatrust.org.uk/learn-to-play/school-based-tuition/


Music at our school continues to thrive, and we look forward to welcoming even more young 

musicians into lessons and ensembles this year. 

A reminder for all students:  

Choir takes place every Monday lunchtime. Year 9 bands rehearse on Wednesday and 

Thursday lunchtimes, and the Year 11 band rehearses on Thursday lunchtime. Any student 

can sign up and I am so happy that so many students have been attending.  

Mr Lasithiotakis | Lead Teacher of Music 

 



 

 



Jack Petchey November Achievement Award – Congratulations to 

Helin 

 We are delighted to announce that Year 13 student Helin has been chosen by the Student 

Council as the winner of the November Jack Petchey Achievement Award. 

Helin was nominated by Miss Msrar for exemplifying dedication, leadership, and a true 

passion for learning. She has volunteered her time at numerous school events, including the 

Spelling Bee, Open Evenings, and STEM Club, always contributing her energy and enthusiasm 

to support the wider school community. 

Her love of science shines through in class discussions, where she enriches learning with 

fascinating insights and recently impressed peers and staff alike with an outstanding 

presentation on astronomy. Helin has also worked tirelessly on the Sixth Form Electric Car 

Project, demonstrating innovation, resilience, and proudly representing women in STEM. 

Beyond her academic achievements, Helin is kind, proactive, and always willing to help 

others. She frequently shares interesting facts and the latest research to inspire her peers, 

making her an exceptional role model and a worthy recipient of this award. 

As part of her award, Helin has chosen to spend the £300 Jack Petchey grant on purchasing a 

helmet for the electric car project, ensuring safety and supporting the continued progress of 

this exciting initiative led by Sixth Form students in collaboration with the Science 

Department.  

We are incredibly proud of Helin’s achievements and her commitment to both her studies 

and the school community. Her curiosity, generosity, and leadership continue to inspire those 

around her. 

Mr Browell | Extended Leadership Team 



Year 12 Design Technology 

 

 

 Year 12 DT students completed their mini chair design inspired by design styles and 

movements! Practising manufacturing processes, materials and finishing techniques. 

Mrs Ayres | Head of Art & DT 



Trips at STA 

Save the Date! Celebrate Christmas with us. 

 



Dance  

 

Dance Club is officially up and running this half term, and it was an absolute pleasure to 

open the doors to our brand-new dance studio, a space designed to inspire creativity and 

movement. The studio features wall mirrors, a specialist sprung floor, and plenty of open 

space—perfect for practising routines and building confidence. 

Our talented students have already begun rehearsals for the much-anticipated Christmas 

Show, and their energy and enthusiasm are infectious! This is a wonderful opportunity for 

them to showcase their skills and celebrate the joy of dance with our school community. 

Join us for an evening of festive performances on Friday 12 December, 6:00 pm – 7:00 pm. 

We can’t wait to see you there! 

Miss Walt | Assistant Headteacher & Teacher of PE 



Sports at STA  

Extra Curricular Clubs  

 

Friends of St Andrew 

Dear Parents and Friends of St Andrew, 

At St Andrew the Apostle, we are proud of the sense of community that surrounds our school. 

The support of our families and local friends plays a vital role in enriching the experiences of 

our pupils. 

Friends of St Andrew, our parent association, would like to invite you to join our group of 

volunteers who work closely with the school to help organise events, fundraisers, and 

activities that benefit our children and strengthen our school community. 



Whether you can offer a few hours occasionally or would like to be more regularly involved, 

FoSA would love to hear from you. No experience is necessary, just enthusiasm and a 

willingness to help. 

Friends of St Andrew will be holding an informal welcome meeting, where you can meet 

other members and learn more about how you can get involved. 

The meeting will be held on Monday 1 December 2025 6.00pm to 7.30pm and will be online. 

If you’re interested in joining or would like to find out more, please email the school office at 

admin@standrewtheapostle.org.uk, and they will share the details of the meeting with you. 

 



Volunteer Librarian Vacancy Available 

 

1 - Volunteer Librarian at St Andrew the Apostle Greek Orthodox School, London, | MyNewTermClick Here to Apply! 

Build a Library - Mark Your Legacy! 

We are incredibly grateful to the families who have shown such heartfelt support for our 

school library.  

We have currently had over 35 book purchases, and this continues to grow. Your generous 

donations of books have enriched our shelves and opened up new worlds for our students to 

https://mynewterm.com/jobs/139410/EDV-2025-SAAGOS-53477
https://mynewterm.com/jobs/139410/EDV-2025-SAAGOS-53477


explore.  You may access our Amazon wish list here to join in building our school Library. 

Please ensure to add your full name to the note at checkout.  

We would also like to extend a special thank you to the Kupriianov family and Holder family, 

who have donated £100 to mark their legacy. Your contribution is a lasting investment in the 

future of our students.  

If you would like to support the school through a legacy donation, you can sign in on Parent 

Pay and select ‘pay for other items’ once you have logged in. 

Thank you for being part of our story. 

 

https://www.amazon.co.uk/hz/wishlist/ls/1HMDIZ74XSYZC?ref_=wl_share


 

Competition Time! 

Young people aged from 11-19 years are asked to investigate, analyse and write about 

history. The subject categories cover local history, the modern world and especially aspects of 

20th-century history. 

Young Historian Awards 2026 – take part (Secondary prizes) / Secondary / Historical 

Association 

The Historical Associations' public speaking competition open to school Year 10 - Year 13: 

The Great Debate 2026 / Secondary / Historical Association 

 

https://www.history.org.uk/secondary/categories/516/news/3689/young-historian-awards-2026-take-part-secondary
https://www.history.org.uk/secondary/categories/516/news/3689/young-historian-awards-2026-take-part-secondary
https://www.history.org.uk/secondary/categories/514/news/3886/the-great-debate-2026


An exciting opportunity to enter a competition and to express your opinion on 'Freedom is...'  

The Orwell Youth Prize 2025 is now open for entries on the theme of 'Freedom is...'  

Enter here by 5 March 2025 and receive personal feedback on your 

draft! https://www.orwellfoundation.com/wp-content/uploads/2024/09/A4-poster.pdf  

The Orwell Youth Prize uses the writing of George Orwell to inspire you to write about your 

own ideas and experiences. It’s open to everyone at secondary school or college in the UK, 

or on a UK curriculum. 

 

Taking part in competitions enhances students skills because: 

It builds Confidence and Motivation 

• Competitions give students a platform to showcase their talents and hard work. 

https://www.orwellfoundation.com/the-orwell-youth-prize/about/enter-the-orwell-youth-prize/
https://www.orwellfoundation.com/wp-content/uploads/2024/09/A4-poster.pdf


• Success, or even just participation, can boost self-esteem and encourage them to aim 

higher. 

It encourages Deep Learning 

• Preparing for competitions often requires going beyond the standard curriculum. 

• This fosters independent learning, critical thinking, and problem-solving skills. 

Ms Koveri 2ic Humanities and Deputy Head of Sixth 

Root word of the week 

 

Sparx Reader  

 

At St Andrew, students in Years 7 to 10 are expected to earn at least 300 points per week 

(which equates to approximately 30 min of careful reading) through reading a wide selection 

of fiction books of their choice from an online library.  

Our students of Years 7 to 10 have already read 1,047 books and spent 2,095 hours of careful 

reading.  



Well done and keep up the good work! 

Ms Bassington | Head of English 

Congratulations to our top October readers from each year group: 

Year 7 Top Readers:                           Year 9 Top Readers:            

Tia M: 12,623                                         Anu O: 12,810  

Serena R: 5,801                                      Mark M: 1,888 

Chloe Howles: 3,764                               Lily C: 1,551 

Year 8 Top Readers:                           Year 10 Top Readers:        

Teshan D: 7,375                                   Ali O: 2,003 

Lusandro H: 5,843                             Christopher F: 1,441 

Moyosoreoluwa S: 2,539                  Josh D: 1,279 

Ms Bassington | Head of English  



 

 

Have YOU got what it takes to be the next Star Baker?  

Love Productions are looking for a new batch of bakers for the next series of The Great 

British Bake Off and they want to hear from you!  

If you or someone you know is a talented home baker, then apply now  

at www.applyforbakeoff.co.uk or 

Email on applyforbakeoff@loveproductions.co.uk or  

Call 0117 456 8530 for an application form.   

http://www.applyforbakeoff.co.uk/
mailto:applyforbakeoff@loveproductions.co.uk


Closing date for applications is 1pm on Monday 15th December 2025.   

Breakfast: Free Porridge for All Students! 

 

We’re proud to offer free porridge every morning for all students, plus other tasty, 

affordable options like toast, fruit, and cereal. 



Breakfast fuels the body and mind, helping you stay focused and ready to learn. One student 

said: 

“I was in such a rush this morning I didn’t eat at home. Having porridge at school meant I 

could concentrate all day.” 

Join us every school day from 7:45am in The Olive Tree — don’t miss out! 

 

 

Celebrating Our Environmental Achievement 

Gold Level TFL 

Congratulations to STA for achieving the Gold Level TfL STARS Award! This recognition 

celebrates the school’s outstanding commitment to sustainable travel and active transport.  



STA has demonstrated leadership in promoting safer, greener journeys to and from school. 

The Gold Level status reflects the school’s dedication to creating a healthier environment and 

inspiring positive change across the borough. 

 

Cycling to School 

 

Several students have started cycling to school as part of a collective effort to help protect 

the environment. By choosing bikes over cars or buses, they’re reducing carbon emissions, 



promoting cleaner air, and setting a great example for sustainable living. It ’s a small change 

with a big impact—and a positive step toward a greener future. 

Sustainability at STA: Over 9832 Bottles Saved! 

 

STA has made an incredible impact by saving over 9832 plastic bottles since the start of the 

school year, thanks to the installation of brand-new water fountains in our new building. This 

initiative not only promotes sustainability but also encourages students and staff to make 

environmentally conscious choices every day. Well done to everyone involved! 



STA’s Carbon Cut: 3,705kg of CO₂ Saved! 

 

St Andrew the Apostle School is proud to announce that our new building has already helped 

save 3,705 kilograms of carbon dioxide through our use of solar panels—a huge step toward 

reducing our environmental footprint. This achievement reflects our commitment to 

sustainability and creating a greener future for our school community. 



SEND Information  

The Basketball Bulldog Club 

 

The Basketball Bulldog Club is providing a number of inclusive SEND basketball sessions. 

Please see the poster and the below link to register. 

• https://barnetyouth.uk/event/Special-Educational-Needs-and-Disabilities-Basketball-

Session/6548  

The sessions take place every Thursday, 5.00pm to 6.00pm at Copthall Leisure Centre. 

Annalisa Cellini  

Fit & Active Barnet Development Officer Greenspaces & Leisure 

Communities, Adults and Health 

London Borough of Barnet 

https://belstradedservices.uk/Newsletter/ExternalLink/304706?source=newsletter&guid=A25CB807-EFA5-404A-9E0B-680610046A53
https://belstradedservices.uk/Newsletter/ExternalLink/304706?source=newsletter&guid=A25CB807-EFA5-404A-9E0B-680610046A53


 

 

 

BACPAC: Barnet Autism Course for Parents and Carers. An Online 

Parent/Carer Training Course 

A comprehensive training and support programme for parents/carers of children aged 6-19, 

with a diagnosis of Autism.  This course is available free of charge to families living in Barnet.  

 A 6-session online training course, covering topics including:   



• An overview of what it means for your child to be Autistic.   

• Communication.   

• Sensory needs.  

• Understanding emotional regulation/’behaviour’.   

This course also gives parents/carers an opportunity to learn together and share experiences 

online.   Please only sign up for one of these courses and please do not sign up if you have 

already attended this course, or the Cygnets Course. 

 

 



 

2 - ADHD Conference - Building Relationships Between Staff and Parents/Carers. 

https://forms.cloud.microsoft/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=uWikGxQUdUa-T1PEeK1Hu0eBNrnEWG5HqKUvfD6UZAZUOVpLRTI4MExKTUNQSlJBVUxRT0VWVEM0OCQlQCNjPTEu&route=shorturl


Autistic Discovery Journey  

 

 



BICs Family Minds Workshops 

 

Supporting your Child to Manage Difficult Emotions 

In this workshop we will cover what our stress response is and how it effects children and 

young people’s ability to manage their emotions. You will learn skills to help support your 

child in managing difficult emotions as well as how you can model self-care and emotion 

regulation. Wed, 26 Nov 2025 12:00 - 14:00 GMT 

Understanding and Managing Friendships 

BICS are inviting you to join a virtual mental health workshop which aim to increase your 

knowledge on managing friendships and the difficulties that may affect your child or young 

person. 

The workshop will increase your understanding of your child or young person’s friendships 

and the difficulties that may arise. The workshop will help you to understand how anxiety 

plays a role in friendships difficulties and socialising, how this is affected by neurodivergence 

and how to empower your child or young person to develop boundaries around friendships 

and manage bullying. Wed, 26 Nov 2025 12:00 – 13:30 GMT 

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/bics-family-minds-supporting-your-child-to-manage-difficult-emotions-tickets-1399779320629?aff=oddtdtcreator
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/bics-family-minds-understanding-and-managing-friendships-tickets-1634322666089?aff=oddtdtcreator


Is your child a young carer? 

 

A young person who supports or lives with someone with a disability, illness, addiction or any 

issue that affects their day to day living, whether it be a parent, sibling, family member or 

friend, that young person automatically qualifies as a young carer. At Barnet Young carers, 

we support and acknowledge their caring roles. 

• All children, once registered, will receive a Leisure pass for FREE swimming and 

discounted sessions within Better Gyms in the Barnet and surrounding areas.  

YC Parental Referral Form https://barnetyoungcarers.org.uk/parental-referral/ 

YC Professional Referral: https://barnetyoungcarers.org.uk/professional-referral/ 

•   A 1:2:1 mentoring programme which gives them the opportunity to meet with a 

qualified mentor (most of who have themselves been young carers) to boost 

confidence and offer emotional and moral support. 

YC Parental referral form  https://barnetyoungcarers.org.uk/internal-forms/mentoring-

parental-agreement/ 

Mentoring Professional Referral https://barnetyoungcarers.org.uk/mentoring-service/ 

  

https://barnetyoungcarers.org.uk/parental-referral/


• Activities in school holidays eg theme park trips, theatre trips, arts and crafts courses, 

kayaking courses and much more. (once registered, you will automatically receive 

notifications of events). 

Please complete the above referral form to register your child/ren. For any questions or 

queries, please feel free to contact me at any time on; 

  

Sandra.Langham@barnetcarers.org    

07955 286087 

https://barnetyoungcarers.org.uk 

Young Barnet Christmas Campaign  

 

Safeguarding at STA  

At St Andrew the Apostle School we take safeguarding and child protection issues very 

seriously. 

mailto:Sandra.Langham@barnetcarers.org


We believe that all those who come into contact with children and families in their everyday 

work have a duty to safeguard and promote the welfare of children. 

Prior to employment all staff (paid or voluntary) are checked. 

The designated safeguarding lead (DSL) for Child Protection is Ms Walt. 

The deputy designated safeguarding lead's (DDSLs) for Child Protection are Mr Martin and 

Ms Bicarregui. 

 

Attendance  
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