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What is this booklet for? 
 
This booklet is designed to help you make the best choices for Years 10 and 11 (Key Stage 4).  Students 
in Year 9 now need to start thinking about what you hope to achieve in the future. 
 
Please note that some of the opportunities we offer may change because we review what we teach 
and how we teach it and because of very high or very low student numbers applying for certain 
subjects.  Any changes will be discussed with you personally if they affect you. All students will have 
the opportunity of an interview with senior staff to discuss their choices. 
 
 

Who should help me make my choices? 
 

• Your parents or carers, who know you best as a person. 

• Your tutor, who knows you and your strengths in school. 

• Subject teachers, who can tell you about the individual courses. 

• Your Year Leader and the Senior Leadership Team, who can also give you information about jobs 
and future courses. 

• Colleges and universities can help also help inform your choices. 

• You. Don’t forget to trust yourself to make the right decisions. 
 

 

How much choice do I have? 

 
There are some subjects which everybody must take because they are a required part of the National 
Curriculum; these are referred to as the ‘Core’ subjects. These are English, Maths and Science. In 
addition, all students will study GCSE Religious Studies (RS). 
 
Additional subjects that will make up your options choices are known as Foundation subjects. 
 
Each student will have 3 options choices. 
 
There are two pathways to help guide students for the best possible choices derived from their KS2 
scores. 
 
Pathway 1 allows students to study the EBacc pathway (Core, RS, a language, and a humanities 
subject). 
Students will choose three subjects. 
 
Pathway 2 allows students to choose two subjects. They will be assigned to a core skills group to 
support their literacy. 
 
Please rest assured that we will work with all families to ensure that the pathway chosen is 
appropriate for each child, enabling them to reach their full potential.  
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Core Subjects 

Subject 
Lessons 

per week 
Possible Qualifications 

English 5 2 GCSEs – one in English Language and one in English Literature 

Maths 4 1 GCSE 

Science 6 
2 GCSEs – Combined Science: Trilogy  

3 GCSEs- Biology, Chemistry and Physics 

RS 3 1 GCSE in Religious Studies  

Core PE 2 
This is a statutory subject and important to your development as a whole 
person. There is not a qualification attached to this subject but is valuable 

(GCSE PE will be available as an option separate to core PE). 

PSHCE 1 
This is a statutory subject and important to your development as a whole 

person. There is a not a formal qualification in this subject.   

 
 

Option Choices 
Option Lessons per week Possible Qualifications 

Option 1 3 1 GCSE  

Option 2 3 1 GCSE  

Option 3 3 1 GCSE  

 

How should I make my choices? 
 

The English Baccalaureate Qualification 
The government released a White Paper called ‘The Importance of Teaching’.  They wanted young people to be 
given the opportunity to achieve a new qualification called the English Baccalaureate (EBacc), which signifies 
success in a range of GCSE subjects.  This reflects our own curriculum ambitions, where students are encouraged 
to select a broad and balanced curriculum. 
 
Our options process enables most students to achieve the English Baccalaureate, where they must gain a grade 
5 in the following subjects at St Andrew: 

• English 

• Mathematics 

• A minimum of 2 Sciences  

• Geography or History 

• Modern Foreign Language (French) 
 
A language will be an advantage for most careers in the future and many top universities strongly recommend 
that students study a language. This is one of the reasons why we encourage most students at St Andrew to 
study a language.  We also know that many of our students are bilingual and learn languages more easily. 
 
Senior staff will guide students (and their parents) in making the right, fully informed decisions to ensure that 
the most suitable courses are chosen.  For example, some students will benefit from taking extra lessons in 
English and maths in addition to GCSE courses. This will bolster the essential key skills crucial to achieving higher 
grades.  We will speak to students whom we would advise to take extra core lessons. 
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Pre-16 Qualifications and University Entrance 
The following information is taken from a leaflet issued by the Russell Group (Leading Universities in the UK), 
which provides guidance to students about how their GCSE subjects can affect their course choices at some 
universities: 

• When applying to a university, and especially for a course at a competitive university, it is important that 
you consider all aspects of the entrance requirements, including the GCSE or other standard-level 
requirements. 

• Universities may ask for a specific number of GCSEs (or their equivalent).  For example, many medical courses 
ask for five (sometimes more) top grades. 

• To study almost any degree at university, you must have secured at least a grade 4 in both English and maths. 

• For many courses a grade 5 at least in GCSE English is needed, with science and engineering courses often 
specifying this.  Equally, courses such as Business and Psychology, which may attract applicants who aren’t 
necessarily strong mathematicians, commonly ask for a grade 5 in mathematics and, in some cases, sciences. 

• The GCSE or other standard level entrance requirements for individual degree courses are quite varied.  In 
some cases, a particular subject or grade is required at standard level if it isn’t being offered at advanced 
level. 
 

We will give further support to students in Years 10 and 11 about next steps for university and other courses 
and careers. 
If you would like more information, the Senior Leadership team will be happy to discuss how these points may 
affect the future choices of your son/daughter.  

 

What is a good reason to choose a course? 
You should base your choices on: 

• Subjects you are good at – this will lead to better motivation and your best results. 

• Subjects which interest you, which you enjoy and which you want to study for two years. 

• Subjects which may help you with your future career (if you already have some idea of what this might be). 

 
Do not choose a particular course just because you get on well with the teacher or because a friend chooses 
it.  The chances are that you will have a different teacher next year and you may not be in the same class as 
your friend. 

 

Will I get my first choices? 
We will do our best to give you your first choices but that is not always possible, so you will be asked to show 
reserves.  Most courses have maximum numbers that they can accept because of the limits of specialist rooms 
and staff.  For a course to be taught it must have been chosen by a sufficient number of students. 

 

What do I do now? 

• Read this information booklet carefully. 

• Talk things over with your parent/carer, teachers, tutor and anyone else who can advise you. 

• Decide on your courses and put them in order of priority. 

• Record your choices in this booklet for your own records. 

• Finally, when you are sure that everything is right, transfer your choices onto your options 
form. 

• Complete the online form by Friday, 13 February 2026.  The link to this form will be emailed 
to parents after the Y9 Options evening. 
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Important Dates: 

• Y9 Options booklet issued Monday 26 January 2026. 

• Y9 Parents Evening (online) Thursday 29 January 2026. 

• Y9 Options Evening (face-to-face) Thursday 5 February 2026. 

• Y9 Options online form to be completed by 13 February 2026. 

 

Once the option process has been completed, you will receive confirmation of your child’s GCSE 

subjects for September 2026. 

 

Please note: Courses are dependent on demand. The school reserves the right to determine 

suitability to courses for students.  
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 Core Subjects Information 
All students will study the following subjects at GCSE: 

English Language 

English Literature 

Mathematics 

Science (Combined Science / Separate Sciences) 

Religious Studies 

 

All students will also be timetabled a lesson of PSHCE and a 

double lesson of core PE.  

 

These are a statutory requirement at Key Stage 4 
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GCSE English Language                                                                     

  Course Leader: Ms Bassington 

 

Exam Board: Pearson Edexcel 

All students will sit the GCSEs in English Language and English Literature, graded on a scale from 9 to 1. Whilst 
students sit two separate qualifications, lessons will comprise a mixture of both subjects. The new GCSE provides 
the opportunity for every student to develop and refine skills introduced at KS3, reading more deeply and widely 
into a range of texts across time. 
A feature of the new qualifications is the removal of controlled assessment; students will sit 4 examinations at the 
end of Year 11.  Students will also receive a separate result on their certificate for Speaking & Listening. 

 
GCSE Assessment and Course Content 

Paper 1: Fiction and Imaginative writing (1 hour 45 minutes) 40% of marks 

Section A – Reading 

• Questions on an unseen 19th Century fiction extract. 

• A mixture of short and extended response questions on the extract. 
Section B – Imaginative Writing 
Choice of two writing tasks. 

• Writing tasks are linked by a theme to the reading extract.  

• One of the writing tasks will provide two images that students can use to help them generate ideas for 
their writing. 

 

Paper 2: Non-fiction and Transactional Writing (2 hours 5 minutes) 60% of marks 

Section A – Reading 
Questions on two thematically linked, unseen non-fiction extracts. 

• Two unseen non-fiction extracts from 20th-and 21st-century texts. One of these texts will be literary non-
fiction. 

• There will be a mixture of short and extended response questions on the extracts. 
Section B – Transactional Writing 
Choice of two writing tasks, linked by a theme to the reading task.  
 
Spoken Language  

• use spoken Standard English effectively in speeches and presentations 

• demonstrate presentation skills in a formal setting 

• listen and respond appropriately to spoken language, including to questions and feedback to 

presentations 
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Exam Board: Pearson Edexcel  

GCSE Assessment and Course Content 
Paper 1: Shakespeare & Post 1914 Literature (1 hour 45 minutes) Closed Text 50% of marks 

• Section A – Shakespeare 
Texts include: Romeo & Juliet by W. Shakespeare. 
Students will answer 2 questions: 
Analysis of a 30-line extract. 
Exploration of how a theme from the extract is reflected elsewhere, demonstrating understanding of the 
relationship between the text and the context in which it was written. 

• Section B – Post 1914 British play or novel 
Texts include: An Inspector Calls by J.B. Priestley. 
Students will answer one essay question from a choice of two, exploring: plot, setting, character and theme. 
Students will explore the question in relation to the context.  
 
Paper 2 19th Century Novel & Poetry since 1789 (2 hours 15 minutes) Closed Text 50% of marks 

• Section A – 19th Century Novel  
Text: Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde by R. L. Stevenson. 
Students will answer two questions:  
Close analysis of an extract of approximately 400 words. 
Focus on a different aspect of the text, requiring exploration of one or more of the following areas: plot, 
setting, character and theme. 
 

• Section B – Poetry since 1789 – 1 collection from Edexcel Poetry Anthology based on: 
Cluster name: Conflict 
Students will answer two questions: 
One comparative response to a named poem from anthology and one poem of choice. 
One question comparing two unseen contemporary poems linked by theme. 
 
Whatever level each student is on at entry to the course they will be challenged, supported and encouraged 
to make significant progress. Across these two significant years we want students to read widely, think 
critically and enjoy their English studies!  
 
Progression and Careers 
English opens doors.  Reading and understanding texts will help your comprehension skills – a valuable tool 
in the outside world; secure writing skills will allow you to communicate clearly with others and is essential 
for most A - level courses; speaking and listening tasks will help build your confidence and convince others of 
your opinions and ideas. 
 

 

 

 

 

GCSE English Literature                                                                   

  Course Leader: Ms Bassington 
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GCSE Mathematics 

  Course Leader: Mr U Dogan 

 

Exam Board: Pearson Edexcel 

The aims and objectives of the Edexcel GCSE (9–1) in Mathematics are to enable students to:  

• develop fluent knowledge, skills and understanding of mathematical methods and 
concepts 

• acquire, select and apply mathematical techniques to solve problems  

• reason mathematically, make deductions and inferences, and draw conclusions  

• comprehend, interpret and communicate mathematical information in a variety of forms 
appropriate to the information and context 

 
GCSE Assessment and Course Content: 
Edexcel GCSE in Mathematics (9–1) will be assessed through three equally-weighted written 
examination papers at either Foundation tier or Higher tier. Paper 1 is a non-calculator paper.  
Tiers of entry: Foundation and Higher (a student must take all 3 papers at the same tier).  

• Grading: 9–1 overall, with questions targeted at grades 1–5 at Foundation tier and at 
grades 4–9 at Higher tier. 

• Types of questions: Each paper will have a range of question types, utilising both 
structured and unstructured questions.  

• Questions in context: Some questions on the papers will be set in context (both 
mathematical and non-mathematical).  

• Common questions between tiers: Grades 4 and 5 are the overlap grades between 
Foundation and Higher tiers, so common questions targeted at these grades will appear 
in the respective papers for each tier.    

 

• Paper 1 (non–calculator) 1 hour 30 minutes 80 marks 

• Paper 2 (calculator)  1 hour 30 minutes 80 marks 

• Paper 3 (calculator)  1 hour 30 minutes 80 marks 
 

Progression and Careers 
Successful completion of GCSE Mathematics will allow progression to A Level mathematics and 
mathematics related courses, as well as being a requirement for several career options. 
Well-qualified mathematicians are always in demand, both by commerce and industry. There are 
very few degree subjects for which a mathematics at GCSE and A level would not be useful. 
Career opportunities are unlimited for mathematics graduates. They may pursue graduate 
education, career paths in business, science or technical fields or disciplines such as social 
services, education and government. 
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GCSE Combined Science: Trilogy  
  Course Leader: Ms Msrar 

 
 

 
 

Exam Board: AQA 
Students are taught all three science subjects (Biology, Chemistry and Physics) and achieve two GCSE 
grades at the end of Year 11. The Combined Science: Trilogy pathway enables students to develop:  

• the necessary knowledge and understanding to progress into Science A-Levels 

• skills, including Maths in Science, Working Scientifically and literacy  

• analysis of evidence from experimental data, graphs and qualitative observations 

• application of knowledge to unfamiliar concepts and scenarios 
In addition to the scientific content outlined in the AQA specification, students are required to carry out a 
series of Required Practical Activities where they are taught how to carry out investigative work and plan 
fair tests.  
 
GCSE Assessment and Course Content: 
The AQA Combined Science: Trilogy GCSE is assessed through six written examinations, each taken at the 

end of Year 11. These are equally weighted (16.7%) and there are Foundation and Higher tier papers. There 

are also 17 achievable grades from grade 9-9 to 1-1. For the Foundation tier students can achieve grades 

5-5 to 1-1; in the Higher tier students can achieve grades 9-9 to 4-3. 

A range of question types are used in the examinations, and these are based on a group of command words 

that students are taught throughout the course. Maths skills also feature in assessments and questions are 

set in a context to assess application of knowledge and understanding. The Required Practical activities are 

also assessed in each paper. 

 

GCSE Biology, Chemistry & Physics 
For students who demonstrate secure understanding and high attainment at the end of year 10, the GCSE 

(9-1) courses in Biology, Chemistry and Physics may be considered. This is equivalent to three GCSEs. 

Assessment procedures are similar except the examinations are 30 minutes longer than the Combined 

Science ones. 

 Combined Science: Trilogy GCSE Biology, Chemistry & Physics 

Biology, Chemistry & 
Physics 

• Two papers each subject 

• 1 hour 15 minutes 

• 70 marks each paper 

• 16 Required Practical Activities 

• Two papers each subject 

• 1 hour 45 minutes 

• 100 marks each paper 

• 8 RPAs per subject 

 

Progression and Careers 
Both courses offered allow progression to study A levels in science. In addition to a grade 5 in Combined 
Science or GCSE Biology, Chemistry or Physics, a strong GCSE Maths grade is essential to go on to study A 
Levels in Chemistry and Physics. All A Levels in science open doors to a variety of STEM careers and 
university places including Medicine; Dentistry; Engineering and Pharmacology. 

     

 



11 
 

 

 

GCSE Religious Studies 
  Course Leader: Mr D Beadle 

 

Exam Board: AQA 

There are two core components to the course. The first is the study of beliefs, teachings and 
practices of Christianity and Islam. The second is the study of key themes which include 
relationships and family; religion and life; peace and conflict and crime and punishment. 
These themes are all studied from a range of religious and non-religious standpoints, with specific 
reference to Christianity.  

 
GCSE Assessment and Course Content: 
Paper 1: Written Examination: 1 hour 45 minutes - 50% 

• Christianity: beliefs and teachings 

• Christianity: practices 

• Islam: beliefs and teachings 

• Islam: practices. 

 
Paper 2: Written Examination: 1 hour 45 minutes - 50% 

• Relationships and family 

• Religion and life 

• Religion, peace and conflict 

• Religion, crime and punishment 

 

Progression and Careers 
GCSE Religious Studies develops a range of transferable skills for progression. Students will 

develop analytical and critical thinking skills to enable them to present a wide range of well-

informed and reasoned arguments, useful in other subjects as well as life beyond the classroom. 

It prepares people particularly well for A Levels in other Humanities and Social Sciences. 

Religious Studies is well known as providing excellent preparation for any job that involves working 

with people, important issues in people’s lives, and the rights of different people. As such, 

Religious Studies often leads people into social, charity and community work; human resources 

and personnel; as well as being extremely useful in Law and Medicine.  
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GCSE Subjects Options  
 
We plan to offer the following subjects, subject to demand. 

• Art 

• Business  

• Classical Civilisation 

• Drama 

• Design Technology 

• French 

• Geography 

• History 

• Media Studies 

• Music 

• Sports Studies (Cambridge National) 
 
Please read the following pages to find out a little more about each subject. 
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GCSE Art 
Course Leader: Mrs Ayres 

 

Exam Board: AQA 

GCSE Art and Design offers students the opportunity to learn about visual communication and expression. 

Pupils will develop the skills to organise and express their ideas and observations through both traditional 

and contemporary approaches. The course aims to offer students a broad understanding of the nature of 

Art and Design, as well as learning new skills in order to present possible solutions for their ideas in 

increasingly independent study. There is a critical and historic element to the course and pupils can expect 

to undertake at least one visit to view a major exhibition at a London Gallery.  Students will work in sketch 

books, A3 or A4 size, and create final pieces on larger boards.  Students are expected to use a wide variety 

of mediums and explore their abilities in a variety of areas before choosing exam topics of their choice. 

GCSE Assessment and Course Content 

• Unit 1: Portfolio of Work, 2 units (Controlled Assessment) 60% of GCSE 

• Unit 2: Externally Set Task. 40% of GCSE 
 
Progression and Careers 
The course lays a strong foundation for further progression to Art and Design related courses such as A-

level Art and Design and enhanced vocational and career pathways. The specification provides an excellent 

route into many different careers in the arts, fashion, film, theatre, media, graphic and industrial design. 
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GCSE Business 
Course Leader: Mr U Dogan 

 

Exam Board: Pearson Edexcel 

This course will develop students' ability to recall, select, communicate, and apply their knowledge and 
understanding of concepts, issues and terminology in a variety of contexts. Through planning and carrying 
out investigations and tasks they will develop the skills to analyse and evaluate evidence 
by making reasoned judgements and presenting appropriate conclusions. 
This specification is made up of two written exams.  There are no prior learning requirements for students 
wishing to take this specification. 
Topics: 
● Topic 1.1 Enterprise and entrepreneurship 
● Topic 1.2 Spotting a business opportunity 
● Topic 1.3 Putting a business idea into practice 
● Topic 1.4 Making the business effective 
● Topic 1.5 Understanding external influences on business 
 
● Topic 2.1 Growing the business 
● Topic 2.2 Making marketing decisions 
● Topic 2.3 Making operational decisions 
● Topic 2.4 Making financial decisions 
● Topic 2.5 Making human resource decisions 
 
GCSE Assessment and Course Content: 

• Paper 1- Theme 1: 1 hour and 45 minutes 50% of GCSE 

• Paper 2 -Theme 2: 1 hour and 45 minutes 50% of GCSE 

Progression and Careers 
This qualification in business will:  
● enable students to understand more about the business world  
● motivate and challenge students and prepare them to make informed decisions about further study 
and career pathways.  
 
Students can progress from this qualification to several different academic and vocational qualifications 
at Level 3, including GCEs in business, history, geography, economics and psychology and BTEC Nationals 
in business. 
GCSE business provides a strong foundation for employment, with students progressing, with further 
training, to a wide range of careers training such as banking, sales, product management and general 
management. 
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GCSE Classical Civilisation 
Course Leader: Mr Walch 
 
 

 

 

Exam Board: OCR 

Classical civilisation is the study of the Greek and Roman worlds. It offers the opportunity to develop an 
understanding of their societies and literature through the study of topics such as religion, mythology, home 
and family, theatre, and comedy. If you enjoy reading or watching programmes about the ancient world and 
you have an interest in history, you will certainly enjoy this course. All texts are studied in English and there is 
no language component to this course.  
 
Unit 1: Myth and Religion 
This component involves a comparative study of ancient Greece and Rome and combines literary and visual 
sources.  Learners will study myths involving the role of the gods and heroes in the founding of Athens and 
Rome and the importance of Heracles/Hercules to both the Greek and Roman world. Myth as a symbol of power 
will also be explored as ever-popular myths about the underworld. We will also look at the role of religion in the 
lives of the ancient Greeks and Romans. The study of temples, sacrifice, festivals, death, and beliefs in the 
afterlife will give a broad overview of religion in the ancient world and provides opportunity for the study of a 
wide range of material remains, including awe-inspiring temples and works of art.  
 
Unit 2: Roman City life 
This module involves a depth study into Ancient Roman society in Rome itself. The course explores interesting 
components of Roman culture, which includes topics such as the social classes, housing, entertainment, dining, 
slaves, and gladiatorial combat. Within this depth study, we will explore multiple ancient primary sources from 
Ancient Rome and Pompeii. This provides the students with a real insight into how ancient Romans lived their 
lives. Moreover, the students will study some ancient Roman literature from famous Roman writers, such as 
Juvenal and Horace. They will be expected to analyse the content and styles of writing, with the focus on the 
theme of satire.  
 
GCSE Assessment and Course Content: 

• Component 1 90 marks 1-hour 30minutes 50% of GCSE 

• Component 2 90 marks 1-hour 30minutes 50% of GCSE 
 
Progression and Careers 
Classical civilisation can be continued to GCE Advanced Level and even to university. It allows students to build 
up a range of transferable skills, applicable to a many different subjects and professions.   
Classical civilisation leads into many interesting professions, such as tourism, politics, law, research, and 
education.  
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Exam Board: Pearson Edexcel 

GCSE drama is aimed for students to develop an awareness and understanding of the roles and processes 
undertaken in contemporary professional theatre practice, whilst developing a range of theatrical skills and 
apply them to create performances. Students will develop the ability to analyse and evaluate their own work 
and the work of others. 
There are 3 components: 
Component 1: Devising 
● Create and develop a devised piece from a stimulus  
● Performance of this devised piece or design realisation for this performance.  
● Analyse and evaluate the devising process and performance.  
● Performer or designer routes available. 
 
Component 2: Performance from Text 
● Students will either perform in and/or design for two key extracts from a performance text. 
 ● Performer or designer routes available. 
 
Component 3: Theatre Makers in Practice 
● Practical exploration and study of one complete performance text.  
● Choice of eight performance texts.  
● Live theatre evaluation – free choice of production. 
 

GCSE Assessment and Course Content 

• Component 1: Devising: Non-examination assessment (NEA).  
40% of the GCSE 

• Component 2: Performance from Text: Non-examination assessment  
20% of the GCSE 

• Component 3: Theatre Makers in Practice Written examination: 1 hour 30 minutes  
40% of the GCSE  

 

Progression and Careers 
Students can go on to study A-level Drama or BTEC Level 3. 
Both courses are highly recognised in all universities- The Russell Group tend to choose students that have 
drama qualification. Career opportunities include teaching, social work, law, acting.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

GCSE Drama 
Course Leaders: Ms Nelson 
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GCSE Design Technology  
Course Leader: Mrs Ayres  

 

Exam Board: AQA 
GCSE Design and Technology will prepare students to participate confidently and successfully in an 
increasingly technological world. Students will gain awareness and learn from wider influences in Design 
and Technology including historical, social, cultural, environmental and economic factors. Students will 
get the opportunity to work creatively when designing and making and apply technical and practical 
expertise. 
This course encourages students to be able to design and make products with creativity and originality, 
using a range of materials and techniques. Packaging, labelling and instructions are encouraged as part of 
the complete design proposal and advertising and points of sale for example can be used to supplement 
the making experience and help create products which can be evaluated for their commercial viability.  
 

GCSE Assessment and Course Content 
• Paper 1: 2 hours 50% of GCSE 

• Non-examination assessment (NEA) 50% of GCSE 
The NEA comprises of a 20 slide PowerPoint to be submitted via e-portfolios and a working 
prototype to be evaluated within its intended environment. 

 

Progression and Careers 
Progression onto the Product Design A ‘Level which allows students to develop their own design briefs 
and progress knowledge and making skills incorporation CAD/CAM, CNC routers and 3 d-printers. The 
porotypes made at this level are ‘shop standard’. 
The specification provides an excellent route into many different careers in fashion, film, theatre, media, 
graphic and industrial design. It can also dovetail neatly into journalism with the field design and the 
Arts.  
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Exam Board: EDEXCEL 

Continuing from KS3, our objective is to enable students of all abilities to develop their French 
language skills to their full potential, equipping them with the knowledge to communicate in a variety 
of contexts with confidence. 
Over the course, students will study the following themes: 

• My personal world 

• Lifestyle and well-being  

• My neighbourhood 

• Media and technology 

• Studying and my future 

• Travel and tourism 
 
Whilst widening their subject knowledge and language use, students will also have the opportunity to 
develop their cultural understanding and to compare a range of cultures, particularly those associated 
with French language.  
 
GCSE Assessment and Course Content: 
GCSE French has a Foundation Tier (grades 1-5) and a Higher Tier (grades 4-9). Both Tiers are 
composed of four exam papers, each worth 25% of the final grade: 

• Paper 1: Listening:  
Listening comprehension questions to be answered in English, French or non-verbally. 
Dictation where students transcribe short sentences.  

• Paper 2: Speaking:  
Role play, photo card, reading out loud and general conversation. 

• Paper 3: Reading:  
Questions to be answered in English or non-verbally and translation into English. 

• Paper 4: Writing:  
Picture task (Foundation only), short passage, translation into French and structured writing. 

 

Progression and Careers 
The ability to speak a second or third language is important to be competitive in the job market. 
Language learning develops our brains in a way that very few other subjects can match. Understanding 
of written and spoken material, critical thinking, associations, recalling, choice making, quick response 
to stimuli, cultural understanding and empathy are skills that the students will develop.  
These skills will be critical to ensure high achievement at A Level and in further education. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

GCSE French 
Course Leader: Ms Errami 
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GCSE Geography 
Course Leader: Mr Walch 

 

Exam Board: AQA 

Geography helps students to make sense of the world around us. It is hands-on, it is relevant, and it is fun. As 
part of the GCSE course students will cover both physical and human topics such as urban growth, world 
development, eco-systems, hazards, and fieldwork skills to name but a few. The course will give candidates 
the chance to get to grips with some of the big questions which affect us and understand the social, economic, 
and physical forces and processes which shape and change our world. 
 
Fieldwork, or working outside the classroom is an important part of geography and is a brilliant opportunity 
to experience in person aspects of the GCSE course students have learnt about in class and it will also prepare 
students for Paper 3.  Year 11 Geography students currently visit the Queen Elizabeth Olympic Park in 
Stratford, London for their Human Fieldwork study, and Epping Forest for their Physical Fieldwork study. 
 

GCSE Assessment and Course Content: 

• Paper 1: Living with the physical environment. Written Exam: 1 hour 30 minutes.  35% of GCSE 

• Paper 2: Challenges in the human environment. Written Exam: 1 hour 30 minutes.  35% of GCSE 

• Paper 3: Geographical applications. Written Exam: 1 hour 30 minutes.   30% of GCSE 
Pre-release resources booklet made available 12 weeks before Paper 3 exam 

 
Progression and Careers 
The specification content introduces students to physical or human geography first, and then environmental 
processes and interactions in the different contexts.  There are so many ways of learning in geography. It is 
very practical with opportunities to learn new skills such as map skills, interpreting photographs, fieldwork 
skills, presenting, role- play and debating techniques. 
Students will improve their literacy through their report writing and written work and make practical use of 
their numeracy skills when they interpret data and construct graphs.  They will be able to progress to A- level. 
Geography is a versatile subject that can prepare students for a range of careers including environmental 
work, urban planning, geoscience, flood risk analyst, tourism, teaching, civil service. 
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Exam Board: Pearson Edexcel 

GCSE history is a qualification that will engage students with a broad and diverse study of the history of Great 
Britain and the wider world and give them skills that will support progression to further study of history and 
a wide range of other subjects. 
It has a straightforward structure with four elements, assessed through three externally examined papers.  
Period studies that provide an unfolding narrative tell a story about a period that shaped the world we live in 
today. There are familiar topics as well as modern non-British depth studies – all of the non-British depth 
studies are from the modern era.  
 
We will be exploring the following topics:  

1. Medicine in Britain  
2. Anglo-Saxon England and the Norman Conquest 
3. Weimar and Nazi Germany 
4. The Cold War 

 

GCSE Assessment and Course Content: 
The course consists of three externally examined papers. 

• Paper 1: Thematic study and historic environment:  

Written examination. 1 hour and 15 minutes (30% of the qualification).  

Medicine in Britain 

• Paper 2: Period study and British depth study: 

Written examination: 1 hour and 45 minutes (40% of the qualification). 

The Cold War; and Anglo Saxon and Norman England 

• Paper 3: Modern depth study: 

Written examination: 1 hour and 20 minutes (30% of the qualification). 

Weimar and Nazi Germany 

Progression and Careers 
GCSE history will extend students’ knowledge by studying new areas of content and by revisiting and 
deepening their knowledge of content studied previously. 
The GCSE and A-Level were planned together.  This means a progression of content from GCSE to A Level and 
similar approaches to assessment so that students will have a coherent and diverse experience of History if 
they take both a GCSE and A Level in history.   
A-Level history is very well respected and can lead to careers such as the Civil Service, Law, Media, Publishing, 

Public Relations or Politics.  Its focus on analytical skills and literacy means it is of benefit to all other academic 

disciplines and university courses. 

 

 

 

 

 

GCSE History 
Course Leader: Mr Walch 



21 
 

 

GCSE Media Studies 
  Course Leader:  Ms Bicarregui 

 

Exam Board: OCR 
Media Studies is designed to widen the intellectual horizons of the learner through the analysis of a wide range 
of media forms and contexts. This specification will enable learners to develop a wider understanding and 
appreciation of the media in both a historical and contemporary context. The following areas will be covered: 
Television: Learners will engage with one in-depth study covering contemporary and historic television products, 
responding to questions covering the whole of the theoretical framework and a range of media contexts.  
Promoting Media Learners will study media products from the same global conglomerate producer illustrating 
the media forms of film, advertising and marketing, and video games. 
Music:  Learners will engage with one in-depth study covering magazines. Learners will also engage with music 
videos and radio. Learners will respond to questions covering the whole of the theoretical framework.  
 
GCSE Assessment and Course Content 

• Paper 1: Television and Promoting Media - 1 hour 45 minutes.  35% of the total GCSE 

• Paper 2: Music and news – 1 hour 15 minutes.  35% of the total GCSE 

• Creating media 30 marks non-examination assessment (NEA).  30% of the total GCSE 
 
Progression and Careers 
The OCR GCSE (9–1) in Media Studies offers a broad, coherent, and rigorous course of study that has been created 
to ensure that all types of learners can fulfil their potential, preparing them to make informed decisions about 
further study and progression to AS Level Media Studies and A Level Media Studies, vocational study or 
employment. 
 
Media studies graduates typically enter careers in the media, cultural and creative industries. Areas of work include 
television and radio, film and video, digital media, computer games, journalism, writing and publishing, PR, and 
media practice. 
Employers include: 
• Communications agencies 
• The Civil Service 
• Further and higher education institutions, such as colleges and universities 
• Local government 
• Marketing organisations 
• Media companies 
• The newspaper industry 
• PR consultancies 
• Publishing companies 
• TV and radio companies 
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Exam Board: OCR 
During the course students will study music from the past and present, from the western tradition and 
other world cultures. The areas of study also provide them with opportunities to further their 
understanding of musical styles of their choice. 
They will also be exploring performance and composition with a focus on their own instrument and their 
own genre choices and have the opportunity to explore new instrumental skills. Through the various 
genres, styles and eras contained in our areas of study they will explore musical context, musical 
language, performing and composing skills. 
 
Area of Study 1 My Music (performing solo on your instrument OR voice) 
Area of Study 2 The Concerto and its development from 1650 to 1910 
Area of Study 3 Rhythms of the world (India, Greece, Israel, Palestine, Africa, South America) 
Area of Study 4 Film music (Music used in films and games) 
Area of Study 5 Conventions of Pop (Rock ‘n’ Roll, Rock Anthems, Pop Ballads, Solo Artists) 
 
GCSE Assessment and Course Content 

• 2 performances (a solo and a group performance) - 30% of the GCSE 

• 2 compositions (one for instrument/voice and one soundtrack) - 30% of the GCSE 

• A listening and appraising exam - 40% of the GCSE 
 
Progression and Careers 
Studying music at GCSE level will allow students to develop as a musician and as an individual. They will 
have the unique responsibility to choose their own study material and perform it on their instrument or 
voice. While being creative they will have fun and be proud of all the work they produce. 
Career opportunities include music engineering, teaching, and conducting. 
 
 
Typical examples of average music salaries: 
 
Music teacher (of an instrument): £45 per hour 
Classroom teacher: up to £45,000 per year 
Games/Film music composer: up to £2000 per minute of music composed 
Music performer: £30,000 per year 
Music therapist: up to £50,000 per year 

GCSE Music 
  Course Leader:  Mr Lasithiotakis 
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Exam Board: OCR 

The Cambridge National Level 2 certificate in Sport is a fantastic opportunity to gain a vocational qualification 
equivalent to one GCSE. The course extends the knowledge gained at KS3 Physical Education. 
 
The vocational course is predominately made up of practical and theory coursework, with one examination, 
making it the perfect qualification for those students who perform well practically.   
 

Units  Assessment Method  

Contemporary Issues in Sport (40%) Written Paper 1 hour 15 mins – 70 marks  

Performance and Leadership in Sports Activities 
(40%)  

Centre Assessed Task – practical and theory 

coursework  

Increasing Awareness of Outdoor and 
Adventurous Activities (20%)   

Centre Assessed Task – practical and theory 

coursework  

 
Students are assessed using a range of methods including coursework, presentations, practical demonstrations, 
leading sports sessions, running events and public examination. Students obtain a pass, merit or distinction 
grade for each individual unit and the overall subject grade.  
 
Progression and Careers 

• Education 

• Sports Coach 

• Physiotherapist  

• Sports Therapist 

• Sports Scientist 

• Journalist  

• Leisure Centre Manager  

• Sports Nutritionist  

• Sports Analysist  

• Personal Trainer   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Cambridge National Sports Studies  
 Course Leader:  Mr Browell 


